
Restoring Fish Habitat & Wetland  
on Lower Wapato Creek

For more information visit portoftacoma.com/community/environment

FUTURE CONDITIONS

Improved Fish Passage 
(culvert replacement)

Native Trees, Shrubs & 
Groundcover in scrub-
shrub & forested wetlands

New Meandering Stream Channel, 
Estuary Mudflat & Floodplain

Existing Trees Retained 
(as much as possible)

EXISTING CONDITIONS

PROJECT SITE

Invasive Vegetation

Partial Fish Barrier 
on S 12th St

Ditched Channel 
of Wapato Creek

Trees



Why This Location
•	� ~20 acres on tidally 

influenced estuary & fish-
bearing creek

•	� This type of habitat is very 
limited in Commencement 
Bay

•	� Improved habitat from 
this site will augment the 
Puyallup Tribe’s salmon 
restoration site upstream 
on Wapato Creek

Restoration Benefits
•	� Restores tidally-influenced 

meandering channels, 
mudflats, marsh, forested 
wetland and riparian 
intertidal estuary complex

•	�� Creates a meandering creek 
with more gradual bank 
slopes

•	� Reestablishes tidal wetlands 
and floodplain connectivity

•	� Expands and improves 
tidal rearing and foraging 
opportunities for juvenile 
salmonids

•	� Expands and improves 
habitat for shorebirds, 
waterfowl and groundfish

•	� Provides osmoregulatory 
adaptation/transition zone, 
and increase export of 
salmonid prey

•	� Replaces an existing 
partial fish passage barrier, 
allowing for greater use 
of upstream habitats by 
anadromous salmonids

Environmental Benefits

TREES

Bigleaf Maple
Acer macrophyllum

Red Alder
Alnus rubra

Oregon Ash
Fraxinus latifolia

Sitka Spruce
Picea sitchensis

Black Cottonwood
Populus 
balsamifera

Douglas-Fir
Pseudotsuga 
menziesii

Hooker’s Willow
Salix hookeriana

Pacific Willow
Salix lucida

Sitka Willow
Salix sitchensis

Scouler’s Willow
Salix scouleriana

Western Redcedar
Thuja plicata

SHRUBS

Redosier Dogwood
Cornus sericea

Beaked Hazelnut
Corylus cornuta

Black Hawthorn
Crataegus douglasii

Twinberry Honeysuckle
Lonicera involucrata

Oregon-Grape 
(barberry)
Mahonia nervosa

Pacific Ninebark
Physocarpus capitatus

Baldhip Rose
Rosa gymnocarpa

Nootka Rose
Rosa nutkana

Cluster Rose  
(pea-fruit rose)
Rosa pisocarpa

Douglas Spirea 
(hardhack)
Spiraea douglasii

Common Snowberry
Symphoricarpos albus

Native Plants Will Bloom Again
Native plants will highlight the restored Wapato Creek site. 
Approximately 20 acres of restored wetlands, stream and 
estuary channels, and aquatic fish and wildlife habitat will 
be constructed with more than 130,000 native trees, shrubs, 
and marsh plants planted at the site.


