Cargo with ‘added’ weight
Our vision on responsible supply chains and our scope for action as a port

The Amsterdam port region is one of the world’s key logistics
hubs for the storage and transhipment of international cargo
flows such as coal, minerals and cocoa as well as comparatively new cargo flows emerging due to the development of
the biobased and circular economy. Some of these cargo flows
come from countries where production involves environmental damage, poor working conditions or human rights violations while enforcement and supervision by local government
are flawed. This triggers both questions and resistance in us
as a port and among the general public. We believe that, as a
link in the trading chain, we have a moral responsibility in
this regard, and not just because Port of Amsterdam is queried
about this fairly regularly. Driven by our ambition to be one
of the most sustainable ports in Europe, we take these signals
seriously. This is our vision on our role, our principles and our
scope for action with regard to ‘cargo with added weight.’
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reduce those risks or to contribute to improving conditions. We
are pleased to join suitable social responsibility initiatives in the
supply chain, such as BetterCoal, in which we participate. We
regularly facilitate meetings and start off the dialogue between the
various partners in the chain such as businesses, NGOs, government and shipping companies. Lastly, we stimulate sustainable or
socially responsible front-runners, which we are keen to welcome
in the port area. We have developed these initiatives in further
detail in an approach to implement our supply chain responsibility in practice. This is anchored by the principle that if action
at a political level is required we will seek to collaborate with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, our prime contact for that purpose.
Principles
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Accordingly, the theme of ‘responsible supply chains’ is one of
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This agenda is part of our Strategy 2017-2021.
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This vision, ´Cargo with added weight´, is based on the study
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