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Ports are Vital (Mediterranean interactive map can be converted to West-African interactive map)

• Ports facilitate maritime transport, 
are needed for 90% of global 
trade,  

• Ports attract industry and 
determine hinterland transport 

• Ports alter coastlines, and are 
influential for air and water quality, 
social and ecological systems 

• 3500 mid-size cargo ports in the 
world,  

• 10.000s of local ports (small 
islands) with dependent 
communities 

• All need to act on climate change, 
sea level rise and environmental 
pressures
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The Problem
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Ports are driven by economic efficiency, 
causing various negative effectsPort  

Authority
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The Solution

Apply sustainable solutions for greater 
societal value, value which can be used  
for port revenue streams
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How do we do this?

• By flipping the mechanism from sustainability as a cost to 
sustainability as a source for revenues. 

• When revenues underpin sustainable solutions, the rapid growing 
market of ‘green investment funds’ will drive scaling.
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In practice this means:

• Use an ever growing portfolio of sustainable solutions covering 
waterside, urban environment, hinterland and energy. 

• Map benefits to identify societal value 
• Convert societal value to port-revenue-streams by using full 

spectrum of potential value capturing options. 
• Dedicated workshops to determine most suitable solutions and 

value capturing structures for specific ports.
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Example
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Mapping  
value

Convert value to  
port revenues

Convert value to  
port revenues
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Vital Ports…

Is a not-for-profit organisation leaning on partnerships, 
grants and donations

We aim to help out medium and small sized ports serving 
their dependent communities

We do so through research and education, translating 
evidence-based knowledge to practical formats
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